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New Natura 2000 Standard Data Form 
Learning and testing the Reportnet 3 platform 

©
 J

an
 B

o
ld

in
g,

 S
al

th
o

lm
, D

K



Natura 2000 SDF on the Reportnet 3 platform

Agenda

• Introduction to Reportnet 3 and workflow for the reporter

• Natura 2000 schema adaptations and validation rules

• Testing phase and feedback to EEA

• Q&A

The meeting will be recorded and become accessible from the Natura 2000 Reference portal
https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/natura2000/

https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/natura2000/


Testing phase for Natura 2000 reporters until 17 January 2025

The main objective of testing is
• for you to get familiar with the platform
• to submit feedback to us if you receive unexpected results or identify errors

An invitation to join a Teams channel for comments will be sent to the Natura 2000 
reporters after the webinar. 

Questions on the functioning of the platform should be addressed to the helpdesk 
natura2000.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu

A draft Reporting Manual will be made available at the Reference Portal. Reporters may 
comment on this draft through the Teams channel.

mailto:natura2000.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu












If you see the message “Validation contains cancelled tasks”, 
please ignore it.
It is irrelevant and will be removed.













During the testing phase all 
Natura 2000 reporters will be 
considered lead reporters. 











Reporting data = the SDF



Reporting Data = the SDF



Export empty SDF template in Excel format



OR prefill the SDF with your recent submission (from the Import drop down)



NOTE – update on the data used for the prefilling

The prefilling data
• End2022 data* for the testing phase (until mid January 2025)
• Your 2024 submission on CDR from 1 February 2025

• If no 2024 submission is available, we expect using the End2023 data** 

The Union Lists published in the Official Journal defines the Natura 2000 data
* Habitats Committee vote 6 December 2023 = End2022 data
** Habitats Committee vote 27 November 2024 = End2023 data
 The Macaronesian List is expected to be voted in January 2025



Prefilling the reporting template with latest approved sites data 

A mapping table between the current and the new SDF is available from 
circaBC. It shows which fields in the current SDF corresponds to fields in the 
new SDF. 

• Corresponding fields are prefilled with your data
• Partly corresponding fields are prefilled for your review

• this situation of often due to extended reference lists

• Non corresponding fields are not prefilled 
• New fields of the SDF 2023 are empty; the new fields should be 

populated by 2028 at the latest

We invite you to consult with the mapping table’s indications of Transfer, Reference data 
changes and Remarks.

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/173a90fc-40bf-492d-a3a9-df99c4aa8807/library/21ceaac5-4c2b-4587-bddd-1d7ac7b8bf2d?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC


Prefill the SDF with your recent submission (from the Import drop down)































Validation at schema level –> improved data quality

• All tables and fields are validated
• Empty mandatory tables -> BLOCKER
• Empty or incorrect values in fields -> BLOCKER or ERROR
• Empty new fields -> WARNING
• Incorrect use of all Reference data values -> BLOCKER

• NOTE – Required fields in the schema vs Mandatory fields in the SDF
• Required fields at schema level => BLOCKER
• Mandatory fields in the SDF => BLOCKER or ERROR through QC rules















The spatial data



The spatial data may be imported in shape file or geopackage formats.
Only the site code is expected in the attribute table.



Releasing your data submission





Open deliveries are strongly encouraged. 
Please revisit if indication of sensitive occurrence of species is needed. If you 
have sensitive occurrences, you may restrict the submission from public view.



Country submissions are 
available from the Dataflows 
page. Restricted submissions
are visualised with the 
padlock. 
Here you see the example of 
the page for the Nationally 
designated areas dataflow.





Example of confirmation 
receipt. It will be similar for 
Natura 2000.









Schema adaptations and validation rules

Certain tables are split
• HabitatsPresent and HabitatsNotPresent
• SpeciesPresent and SpeciesNotPresent

The flat structure of Reportnet 3 required one to many relationships to be in separate 
tables, e.g.,

• ManagementPlansList
• ConservationMeasures_Documents  

Certain fields will be populated by the EEA
• SCI date confirmed 
• Biogeographical and marine region if not provided
• Habitat name
• Habitat priority (except for three cases)
• Species name
• Species group in 3.2



In focus: biogeographical and marine regions for SCI/SAC

Improving quality for the Union Lists’ sites assignment to biogeographical regions 
• Correct regions assigned to sites
• Biogeographical (land) regions assigned to marine sites

Special attention for five member states



In focus: habitat priority

Improving data quality for ecological analyses, Union Lists and sufficiency 
assessments

• The habitat priority will be populated through the Reference data table 
except for three habitat types

• 6210 - Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates 
(Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid sites)

• 7130 - Blanket bogs (* if active bog)
• 9430 - Subalpine and montane Pinus uncinata forests (* if on gypsum or limestone)

• Priority must be indicated for the three types. Otherwise, the Release of 
the submission will be blocked



In focus: valid species codes and names

Improving data quality for ecological analyses, Union Lists and sufficiency 
assessments 

• Only valid species codes and names are accepted in section 3.2 
• The species lists are available since January 2022 from the Natura 2000 

Reference portal
• Non-valid species codes will block the Release of the dataset submission

• From 2025 you will provide only the species code. Names (and priority) 
are populated through the Reference data table.

• We will analyse the status of species code and names in the End2023 
European dataset and contact member states directly during Q1 2025



Member state’s testing phase and feedback to the EEA

• You will receive an email when the test dataflow opens. The email will 
include an invitation to the Teams channel for comments.

• Please provide us with your feedback and observations in the 
dedicated documents

• ETC BE and EEA tested the dataflow but you will likely find additional 
issues that we did not yet discover 



Preparation for testing phase and submission during 2025

Preparation for the testing phase
• Access to the Natura 2000 dataflow is via EU login

• The Eionet role for Natura 2000 reporters will be retired on 1 February 2025

• Reporters should create an EU login, see here
• Please log in to the Reportnet 3 when you create the login – this will 

speed up your assignment to the Natura 2000 test dataflow when it 
opens

• Reportnet 3 general documentation for reporters, see here

Preparation for the new dataflow 1 February 2025
• Nomination of lead reporters to DGENV, cc EEA (Natura 2000 helpdesk)

• Lead reporters have a coordinating role
• Only lead reporters can release and submit the final dataset
• Lead reporters can add supporting reporters and observers

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/reportnet/docs/prod/howto_login_reportnet3
https://reportnet.europa.eu/
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/reportnet/docs/prod/reporter_howto_reportnet3


Next steps after the testing phase

• The test phase and dataflow will close 17 January. Please provide your 
feedback in the dedicated Teams channel by that date.

• 1 February an updated version of the dataflow will open and 
nominated lead reporters will be assigned to the new dataflow

• Webforms that will allow better visualisation of the data in Reportnet 
3, e.g., display of species names next the species codes, are expected 
in Q3 2025



     Thank you   
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natura2000.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu
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